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Don’t Panic!



Don’t Panic!
…or how to survive the transition from 

ADS Classic to Bumblebee
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ADS (Classic) is going away
• Old technology hard to maintain 
• Not compliant with current standards
• Drain on resources, prevents innovation

Whaaaat?
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ADS (Classic) is going away
• Old technology hard to maintain 
• Not compliant with current standards
• Drain on resources, prevents innovation

Long live ADS (Bumblebee)!
• New interface is up and running
• Has the same content as ADS Classic
• Provides more functionality & features

Whaaaat?
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 Why?
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Legacy

ADS Classic is 
over 20 years 
old, custom-built 
system predating 
Google, current 
web standards

 Why?
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Legacy

ADS Classic is 
over 20 years 
old, custom-built 
system predating 
Google, current 
web standards

Technology

400K lines of 
undocumented 
code, does not 
use state of the 
art search 
technology

 Why?
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Legacy

ADS Classic is 
over 20 years 
old, custom-built 
system predating 
Google, current 
web standards

Technology

400K lines of 
undocumented 
code, does not 
use state of the 
art search 
technology

Features

ADS Classic only 
indexes basic 
article metadata, 
not its contents 
(fulltext, graphics, 
data)  

 Why?
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Lineage

ADS Bumblebee 
uses the same 
data as Classic, 
wrapped in a 
new package

 Who?
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Lineage

ADS Bumblebee 
uses the same 
data as Classic, 
wrapped in a 
new package

Technology

State of the art 
search, modern 
user interface, 
hosted in the 
cloud

 Who?
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Lineage

ADS Bumblebee 
uses the same 
data as Classic, 
wrapped in a 
new package

Technology

State of the art 
search, modern 
user interface, 
hosted in the 
cloud

Features

Search and filter, 
visualize results, 
compute metrics, 
claim papers via 
ORCID  

 Who?
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When?
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When?
April 2018

All functionality 
and content of 
ADS Classic 
available in ADS 
Bumblebee
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When?
April 2018

All functionality 
and content of 
ADS Classic 
available in ADS 
Bumblebee

October 2018

Use of ADS 
Classic 
discouraged in 
favor of 
Bumblebee
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When?
April 2018

All functionality 
and content of 
ADS Classic 
available in ADS 
Bumblebee

October 2018

Use of ADS 
Classic 
discouraged in 
favor of 
Bumblebee

April 2019

ADS Classic 
search 
discontinued, 
redirected to 
Bumblebee
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Where?

https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu
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Simple Search
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Simple Search
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Advanced Search
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 Can I still…
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Search for an Author

 Can I still…

author:“kurtz, m”
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Search for an Author

Author & Year

 Can I still…

author:“kurtz, m”

author:“kurtz, m” year:2010
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Search for an Author

Author & Year

First Author shortcut

 Can I still…

author:“kurtz, m”

author:“kurtz, m” year:2010

^kurtz, m
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Search for an Author

Author & Year

First Author shortcut

 Can I still…

author:“kurtz, m”

author:“kurtz, m” year:2010

^kurtz, m

  Yes!
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author:“szkody, p”
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author:“szkody, p”
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author:“szkody, p”

Co-authors
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author:“szkody, p”

Co-authors

Recent papers
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author:“szkody, p”

Co-authors

Paper history

Recent papers
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author:“szkody, p”

Co-authors

Citations

Recent papers
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Co-authors

Reads

Recent papers
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author:“szkody, p”

Metrics Page
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author:“szkody, p”

Papers

Citations
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author:“szkody, p”

Reads

Indices
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Searches:
• Author
• Title
• Abstract
• Keywords
• Fulltext

“TRAPPIST-1”
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Resort by reads
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“TRAPPIST-1”

Most read papers
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Paper network
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“TRAPPIST-1”

Author network
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“TRAPPIST-1”

Author network
exploration
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More search options… 
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 Search fulltext

More search options… 

full:(HST or JWST)
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 Search fulltext

 Acknowledgments

 

More search options… 

full:(HST or JWST)

ack:ADS
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 Search fulltext

 Acknowledgments

 Affiliations

More search options… 

full:(HST or JWST)

ack:ADS

aff:(Harvard or HCO or SAO)
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 Citation search

…than you asked for

citations(author:“kurtz, m”)
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 Citation search

 “data” search 

…than you asked for

citations(author:“kurtz, m”)

data:(CXO or XMM) data:HST



A3

B2

B3

B1

C2

C1

C3

 Citation search

 “data” search 

 ORCID search

…than you asked for

citations(author:“kurtz, m”)

data:(CXO or XMM) data:HST

orcid:000-0002-4110-3511
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Booth #630
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title:“exoplanet”
year:2016

Author Network 
for Group 2

Choose an author 
(Fortney, J), get his 
author network
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title:“exoplanet”
year:2016

Co-author network 
for J. Fortney

Weighted by number 
of papers



A3

B2

B3

B1

C2

C1

C3

title:“exoplanet”
year:2016

Co-author network 
for J. Fortney

Weighted by number 
of citations
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title:“exoplanet”
year:2016

Co-author network 
for J. Fortney

Showing relationship 
among co-authors



A2

A1

A3

B2

B3

B1

C2

C1

C3A3

When?
April 2018

All functionality 
and content of 
ADS Classic 
available in ADS 
Bumblebee

October 2018

Use of ADS 
Classic 
discouraged in 
favor of 
Bumblebee

April 2019

ADS Classic 
search 
discontinued, 
redirected to 
Bumblebee


